Life, Liberty, Whatever
MARKLEYNER
On June 1, 1998, President Clinton issued an executive memo​randum directing Federal departments and agencies to rewrite all of​ficial documents that are sent to the public in "plain language" by the year 2002. In light of the President's call for clarity, it seems ap​propriate, even patriotic, to rework some of our nation's historic documents — not only to rid them of mandarin obfuscation, but also to update their language, making them accessible to a new gen​eration of Americans.
The Unanimous Declaration of the Thirteen United States of America
When in the course of human events it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the laws of nature and of nature's God en​title them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation. . .
Look, sometimes you gotta do what you gotta do. We're Ameri​cans. We're not English. O.K.? We're not into the whole foggy, yes mum, no mum, cross-dressing, spanking, seedy seaside resort thing. And just because we might occasionally "overindulge" and binge on johnnycakes and salt cod because we're (admittedly) so totally obsessed with establishing diplomatic and military relations with, like, rich, handsome allies (I think France really, really likes us) doesn't mean we don't deserve a corner office in the great firm of nations. Without going into all the gory details, here's basically why we want the separation. Bottom line: You can be treated like dirt for just so long. (Also, F.Y.I.: George III is a certifiable nutjob). Anyway. . . . En​gland, thanks for the language and everything. Oh, and thanks espe​cially for the system of jurisprudence (without which none of us would be employed). But, as George Michael said: "All we have to see/Is that I don't belong to you/And you don't belong to me/Free​dom/I won't let you down/Freedom/I will not give you up/Freedom/Gotta have some faith in the sound."
The Bill of Rights

Amendment I
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of reli​gion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to as​semble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.
You have the right to be as totally obnoxious as you want.   5 Really! (There are exceptions. I mean, you can't yell "Sarin attack!" in the middle of The Horse Whisperer, for instance. But, like, who'd want to anyway?)
Amendment II
A well-regulated militia being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed.
Want to attend your child's T-ball game brandishing an AK-47, with cartridge bandoliers slung across your bare, sweating, obscenity-strewn chest? You can.
Amendment III
No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house with​out the consent of the owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.
You cannot be forced, in peacetime, to entertain a buxom Navy Seal in your home, nor can you be compelled to watch her do one-armed pushups.
Amendment IV
The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue but upon probable cause,supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.

Basically, cops can't burst into your house in the middle of the night, beat you, and trash your possessions, unless: (1) They have the wrong address. (2) They feel like it.

Amendment V
No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infa​mous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a grand jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the militia, when in actual service in time of war or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offense to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use with​out just compensation.
This is another amendment for criminals. Nice people with jobs don't need to worry about this one.
Amendment VI
In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the assistance of counsel for his defense.
You have the right to glower at the venal, lying scum who testify against you.
Amendment VII
In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall ex​ceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury shall be otherwise re-examined in any court of the United States, than according to the rules of the common law.
Medical malpractice? Defective product? Slip-and-fall accident? Think liability. . . Pain and suffering.... Loss of consortium....

Sue! Nobody redistributes wealth like a righteous jury. Free con​sultation. No fee unless you collect. Call 1-800-7TH-AMEN.

Amendment VIII
Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.
Condemned inmates cannot be macheted to death, burned alive,   frozen alive, dunked in piranha tanks, defenestrated, crushed in in dustrial trash compactors, covered with honey in the desert, and de​voured by ants. Alas.

Amendment IX
The enumeration in the Constitution of certain rights shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people. Whatever.
Amendment X
The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respec​tively, or to the people.
Does this one have something to do with, like, bars closing at dif​ferent times in different states?
